MONTANA EDUCATIONAL CONSORTIUM

Grade 4 English Language Arts Curriculum
Reading Literature

1. Students will apply appropriate strategies before reading, viewing, or listening to a text by previewing and surveying the text, access prior knowledge about the text, formulate purpose-setting questions, and make predictions. (4.RL.1).

2. Students will apply appropriate strategies to monitor understanding when reading, viewing, or listening to a text. (4.RL.1; 4.RL.2)

a. Strategies may include rereading as necessary, determine main ideas of the portions of the text, restating, retelling, paraphrasing, and/or summarizing, connect ideas within the text, make, confirm, and/or modify questions, inferences, and predictions, and visualizing.

3. Students will demonstrate understanding, either orally or in writing, after reading, viewing, or listening to a text by explaining the main idea, summarizing, identifying key details, draw inferences, confirm, refute, and/or make predictions. (4.RL.1; 4.RL.2)

4. Students will use literature to identify and recognize the main idea, theme, supporting details and the sequence of composition. Include stories by and about American Indians. (4.RL.2)

5. Students will analyze and evaluate story elements including setting, character, plot, conflict, climax, and resolution drawing on specific details from the text. (4.RL.3)

6. Students will use literature as a tool to expand vocabulary by using contextual clues and reference sources to determine meaning of unfamiliar words, homonyms, synonyms, antonyms, and word analogies. (4.RL.4)

a. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.

b. Explain the meaning of figurative language, including simple similes and metaphors in context. 

c. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.

7. Students will apply academic and domain-specific vocabulary when writing or speaking about a literary genre and its specific structure (e.g., chapter, scene, stanza, verse, rhythm, meter, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions). (4.RL.5)

8. ·Students will analyze the details and events in structural elements of a literary text. (4.RL.5)

9. Students will distinguish and analyze the point of view from that of the narrator, author, or those of the characters. (4.RL.6)

a. Determine first, second, or third person point of view. (4.RL.6a)

b. Include works by and about American Indians. (4.RL.6b)

c. Compare and contrast a 1st person narrative with a 3rd person narrative. (4.RL.6c)

10. Students will demonstrate the behaviors of a strategic listener or viewer by applying before, during, and after strategies. (4.RL.7)

a. Compare and contrast a visual or oral presentation of a text (e.g., a film, live performance, etc.) to its print version, noting specific instances of similarities and/or differences through the use of graphic organizers.

b. Support inferences and conclusions with relevant textual evidence.

11. Students will be exposed to literature through written materials associated with culture, society, group, or field of learning and will compare and contrast with other writings/authors. Include works by and about American Indians. (4.RL.9)

12. Students will demonstrate comprehension of a variety of fiction through written and oral responses to literature that may include, but not be limited to: folk tales, poetry, science fiction, legends, mysteries, myths, plays, narratives, tall tales, and fairy tales by making text to text, text to self, and text to world connections. (4.RL.10)

13. Students will develop an appreciation of literature as an avenue for enjoyment. (4.RL.10)

14. Students will set a appropriate personal reading goal and conference regularly with an adult to monitor goal achievement. (4.RL.10)
Informational

1. Students will apply appropriate strategies before reading, viewing, or listening to a text by previewing and surveying the text, access prior knowledge about the text, formulate purpose-setting questions, and make predictions. (4.RI.1).

2. Students will apply appropriate strategies to monitor understanding when reading, viewing, or listening to a text. (4.RI.1; 4.RI.2)

a. Strategies may include rereading as necessary, determine main ideas of the portions of the text, restating, retelling, paraphrasing, and/or summarizing, connect ideas within the text, make, confirm, and/or modify questions, inferences, and predictions, and visualizing. 
3. Students will demonstrate understanding, either orally or in writing, after reading, viewing, or listening to a text by explaining the main idea, summarizing, identifying key details, explain inferences, draw conclusions and generalizations by citing appropriate details and examples from the text. (4.RI.1; 4.RI.2)

4. Students will determine the theme, main idea of a text and sequence of ideas and events. (4.RI.2).
a. Recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea. (4.RI.2a)
5. Student will describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.  (4.RI.3)
a. Include texts by and about American Indians. (4.RI.3a)
6. Students will develop subject area and domain specific vocabulary through the use of reference sources, context clues, words with multiple meanings, roots and affixes, homonyms, synonyms, antonyms and word analogies.(4.RI.4)
7. Students will determine and explain how each paragraph in a text is organized (e.g., sequentially/chronologically, by main ideas and supporting details, by problem and solution, by cause and effect). (4.RI.5)
8. Students will apply an understanding of text features (e.g., print features, graphic aids, informational aids, online features, etc.) to facilitate understanding. (4.RI.5)
9. Students will differentiate between a firsthand and a secondhand account and a primary and a secondary source of information.  Include works by and about American Indians. (4.RI.6)
10. Students will gather textual evidence for comparing and contrasting firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic through the use of a graphic organizer. (4.RI.6)
11. Students will interpret information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs, diagrams, graphs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).(4.RI.7)
12. Students will use evidence to support points in the text. (4.RI.8)
13. Students will synthesize the main points and key details in two texts on the same topic. (4.RI.9)
14. Students will demonstrate read and demonstrate comprehension of informational text through written and oral responses by making text to text, text to self, and text to world connections. (4.RI.10)
Foundational Skills

1. Students will analyze and decode words within a literary context including plurals, verbs with endings, comparatives, possessives, contractions, compound words, words with affixes, root words, syllabication patterns, multi-syllabic words, and accents. (4.RF.3)
2. Students will identify and apply specific spelling, rules, strategies, and associations. (4.RF.3)
3. Students will read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. (4.RF.3)
4. Students will continually practice the process of fluent and accurate reading using proper phrasing, appropriate intonation, rate, and adherence to punctuation. (4.RF.4)
5. Students will listen to daily interactive read a-louds of complex text in a variety of text structure in order to attend to and apply models of fluent reading. (4.RF.4)
Writing

1. Students will express in writing his/her feelings, perceptions, and ideas for a variety of purposes and audiences with support. (4.W.1)
a. Use linking phrases and words to connect ideas.
b. Provide an introduction, body, and concluding statements.
2. Students will recognize and write different types of composition including informative/explanatory, descriptive, persuasive, and comparison/contrast. (4.W.2)
a. Provide an introduction, body, and concluding paragraphs
b. Use linking phrases and words to connect ideas.
c. Apply academic vocabulary to express relationships and clarify information.
d. Organize related information in paragraphs including appropriate formatting and illustrations.
3. Students will write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences (4.W.3).
a. Introduce characters or narrator.
b. Use dialogues and descriptions of settings, actions, thoughts, and feeling to develop experiences or show the response of characters.
c. Use time oriented words or phrases to signal sequence of events and sensory details to convey experiences of events.
d. Provide a closing.
4. Students will use the writing process (planning, drafting, revising, editing, rewriting, publishing) to produce clear and coherent writing that is appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (4.W.4)
5. Students will develop and strengthen written work with conferencing and peer editing that adheres to the writing process. (4.W.5)
6. Students will use technology including the internet to demonstrate grade appropriate keyboarding writing and interactive collaboration skills (minimum of one page in a single sitting). (4.W.6)
7. Students will conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.  (4.W.7)
a. Include sources by and about American Indians.
8. Students will access prior knowledge gained from a variety of sources and gather information from print and digital sources; take purposeful notes on sources, sort evidence into provided categories, synthesize information, and generate a list of sources.  (4.W.8)
a. Include sources by and about American Indians.
9. Students will write in response to grade-level print (non-fiction and fiction), non-print, and digital literary or informational texts. (4.W.9)
10. Students will evaluate and reflect on his/her growth as a writer over time. (4.W.10)
Speaking and Listening

1. Student will orally communicate ideas, concepts, and feelings with different collaborative groups in complete sentences. (4.SL.1)
a. Come to discussions prepared having read or studied material related to topic.
b. Follow set agreed upon rules.
c. Participate in group discussions.
d. Ask relevant questions.
e. Use feedback to monitor speaking and listening effectiveness.
f. Stay on topic and link comments to that of others.
2. Students will respond to literature by making personal connections from their own experiences, values and opinions. (4.SL.1)
3. Students will restate the main idea and key details of information presented in multiple formats including visually, quantitatively, and orally. (4.SL.2)
4. Students demonstrate effective listening skills, take notes, determine main idea and explain how it is supported by key details, and explain how the speaker uses reasons and evidence to support particular points. (4.SL.3)
5. Students will report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace.  Include sources by and about American Indians. (4.SL.4)
6. With guidance, students will create, organized, and display information in a variety of formats including the use of technology and audio recordings of stories or poems that demonstrate fluid reading at an understandable pace; add visual displays when appropriate to emphasize or enhance certain facts or details. (4.SL.5)
7. Students will differentiate between formal and informal English and demonstrate the command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when speaking. (4.SL.6)
a. Recognize and speak appropriately for audience, environment, and purpose.
b. Use appropriate non-verbal techniques to enhance communication, e.g., posture, eye-contact, facial expressions, gestures.
Language

1. Students will identify and use conventions of standard written English when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (4.L.1,3)
a. Use relative pronouns and relative adverbs.
b. Form and use the progressive verb tenses.
c. Use modal auxiliaries to convey various conditions.
d. Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns.
e. Form and use prepositional phrases.
f. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.
g. Correctly use frequently confused words.
2. Students will demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. (3.L.2)
a. Use correct capitalizations.
b. Use commas and quotations marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.
c. Use a comma before a coordinating conjunctions in a compound sentence.
d. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.
3. Students will recognize and explain the purpose of various punctuation marks and analyze writing models or speech for affect of words and phrases on meaning. (4.L.3)
4. Students will use literature as a tool to expand vocabulary by using contextual clues and reference sources to determine meaning of unfamiliar words, homonyms, synonyms, antonyms, and word analogies. (4.L.4)
5. Students will apply appropriate phonetic and structural clues to decode visually unknown words using plurals, comparatives, possessives, contractions, compound words, suffixes, prefixes, root words, syllables, and accents. (4.L.4)
6. Students will access and connect prior knowledge and experiences to determine the meaning of words and phrases. (4.L.4)
7. Students will discuss words and word meanings daily as they are encountered in text, instruction, and conversations. (4.L.4).
8. Students will distinguish between a thesaurus and a dictionary and the purpose of each. (4.L.4)
9. Students will differentiate between the concepts of literal and nonliteral meanings of words. (4.L.5)
10. Students will recognize literary devices used by authors in literature which include, but not limited to, the use of similes, metaphors, humor, idioms, adages, proverbs, exaggeration, hyperbole, dialogue, symbolism, personification, alliteration, onomatopoeia, and point of view. (4.L.5)
11. Students will use literature as a tool to expand vocabulary by using contextual clues and reference sources to determine meaning of unfamiliar words, homonyms, synonyms, antonyms, and word analogies. (4.L.5)
12. Through modeling and exposure to a variety of texts, students will develop rich oral language and writing, including general academic and domain-specific words. (4.L.6)
13. Students will participate in collaborative conversations with peers to build on other’s ideas and expressing their own clearly. (4.L.6)
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