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Grade 6, 7, 8 Social Studies Curriculum
KEY  
ELE       Essential Learning Expectations
SS         Social Studies
MEC      Montana Educational Consortium


The student will know:  these are the facts (Factual)


The student can do:  these are the skills and procedures (Procedural)


The student will understand: this is the higher level thinking and the 


ability to make connections to bigger ideas. (Conceptual)

Montana History

Vocabulary
acre, advocate, agency, allot, allotment, allotments, amendment, annuity, anomaly, archaeologist, archeology, artifact, asbestos, assayer, assimilate, assimilation, atlatl, awl, baby boom, band saw, bureaucrat, bedroom community, bio-diesel, board-foot, bonanza, boom & bust cycle, bootleg, boycott, brand, bribe, brigade, capitalism, carbon dating, chinook, civilizing, communist, conquistador, constitution, cord, counting coup, cradleboard, creation stories, culture, delegate, deregulation, driveline, dry land, dude, easement, immigrant, epidemic, erosion, ethanol, evaporation, executive branch, executive order, extractive industry, faller, flint, flume, forage, foreclose, fossil, fossil fuel, geology, GI, glacier, greenhorn, horticulture, indigenous, industrialize, irrigation, land grant, latitude, lobby, longitude, magma, malnourished, manhole, maverick, mechanize, medicine wheel, mega-fauna, meridian, mint, monopoly, neoclassical, northwest passage, open-pit mining, ore, paleontologist, pemmican, petroglyph, pictograph, placer mining, pow-wow, precipitation, propaganda, ratify, referendum, rendezvous, revenue, ritual, rustle, sawyer, secede, sedition, sluice, snag, socialist, society, sovereign, spooning, strike, strip town, strip farm, subsidies, suffrage, superfund site, telegraph, theory, tipi rings, topography, travois, treaty, tundra, vein, veto, vigilantes

Montana Standard 1 Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations. 
(Lit HSS1-10)(WS HSS 1-9)

Benchmark 1 End of Grade 8: apply the steps of an inquiry process (i.e., identify question or problem, locate and evaluate potential resources, gather and synthesize information, create a new product, and evaluate product and process).
ELE.SS.MEC.1.A    20th Century Montana: the student will identify and analyze century trends, problems, issues, and controversies in Montana. (ex. wolf wars, game farming, forest management, NAFTA, and Indian gaming/economic development) 

ELE.SS.MEC.1.B    20th Century Montana: The student will speculate what lies ahead for Montana and is reservation as based on current trends. 

Benchmark 2 End of Grade 8: assess the quality of information (e.g., primary or secondary sources, point of view and embedded values of the author).
ELE.SS.MEC.2.A    
Reference S1B1 ELE1.A

Benchmark 3 End of Grade 8: interpret and apply information to support conclusions and use group decision making strategies to solve problems in real world situations (e.g., school elections, community projects, conflict resolution, role playing scenarios).
ELE.SS.MEC.3.A     
Reference S1B1 ELE1.A

ELE.SS.MEC.3.B    
Reference S1B1 ELE.SS.MEC.3.B

Montana Standard 2 Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility.  
(Lit HSS1-10)(WS HSS 1-9)

Benchmark 1 End of Grade 8: describe the purpose of government and how the powers of government are acquired, maintained and used.
ELE.SS.MEC.1.A   Montana Politics - Past and Present: The student will analyze the trends in Montana and Tribal Politics. 

ELE.SS.MEC.1.B    Montana Government: The student will identify and analyze the three levels of government, state, county, and city. 

Benchmark 2 End of Grade 8: identify and describe basic features of the political system in the United States and identify representative leaders from various levels (e.g., local, state, tribal, federal, branches of government).
ELE.SS.MEC.2.A   Montana Politics - Past and Present: The student will identify the major political figures and their contribution to Montana and Tribal politics. 

Benchmark 3 End of Grade 8: identify the significance of tribal sovereignty and Montana tribal governments’ relationship to local, state and federal governments.
ELE.SS.MEC.3.A    Montana Government: The student will identify the significance of Tribal sovereignty and Montana Tribal governments’ relationship to local, state, and federal governments. Reference S2B3 ELE.SS.MEC.3.B

Benchmark 4 End of Grade 8: analyze and explain governmental mechanisms used to meet the needs of citizens, manage conflict, and establish order and security.
ELE.SS.MEC.4.A    Territory and Statehood: The student will list the steps to attain territorial status and statehood. 

ELE.SS.MEC.4.B     
Reference S2B1 ELE.SS.MEC.1.A

Benchmark 5 End of Grade 8: identify and explain the basic principles of democracy (e.g., Bill of Rights, individual rights, common good, equal opportunity, equal protection of the laws, majority rule).
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 6 End of Grade 8: explain conditions, actions and motivations that contribute to conflict and cooperation within and among groups and nations (e.g., discrimination, peer interaction, trade agreements).
ELE.SS.MEC.6.A     Fur Trade & Missons: Explain conditions, actions, and motivations that contribute to conflict and cooperation within groups and nations-interactions between tribes & French, English, and American colonists during the Fur Trade (ex. Blackfoot Confederacy, Crow, Sioux). 

ELE.SS.MEC.6.B     Fur Trade & Missions: Identify and locate the first missions in Montana and the founders of these establishments. 

ELE.SS.MEC.6.C     American Indians: The student will identify the major events, personalities and locations of the Indian wars and corresponding treaties.

ELE.SS.MEC.6.D     Cattle Industry: the student will know the conflict between cattle and sheep ranchers. 

ELE.SS.MEC.6.E     Homestead: The student will understand legislation and other influences that opened Montana to Homesteading and the effect that this legislation had on the Native population (ex: Dawes Act)

ELE.SS.MEC.6.F 
Reference S2B1 ELE.SS.MEC.1.A

Benchmark 7 End of Grade 8: explain the need for laws and policies governing technology and explore solutions to problems that arise from technological advancements.
Not applicable for this curricular area
Montana Standard 3 Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g. location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions). 
(Lit HSS1-10)(WS HSS 1-9)

Benchmark 1 End of Grade 8: analyze and use various representations of the Earth (e.g., physical, topographical, political maps; globes; geographic information systems; aerial photographs; satellite images) to gather and compare information about a place.
ELE.SS.MEC.1.A   Prehistory/Paleo-Indians: The student will know that the Paleo-Indians inhabited Montana about 12,000 years ago. One of the most accepted theories suggests that they crossed the Bering Strait. Proof of their existence consists of projectile points, scrapers, and other tools found at campsites. 

Benchmark 2 End of Grade 8: locate on a map or globe physical features (e.g., continents, oceans, mountain ranges, land forms) natural features (e.g., flora, fauna) and human features (e.g., cities, states, national borders) and explain their relationships within the ecosystem.
ELE.SS.MEC.2.A   
Reference S3B1 ELE.SS.MEC.1.A

ELE.SS.MEC.2.B   Prehistory/Paleo-Indians: Then students will be able to locate Montana sites where artifacts were found: Pictography Cave, First Peoples Buffalo Jump, Sun River Medicine Wheel, etc.

ELE.SS.MEC.2.C  Prehistory/Paleo-Indians: The student will identify foods and medicines that were hunted, gathered, or used by Paleo-Indians.  For example: mammoth, mastodon, giant bison, wild yams, bitterroot, camas, medicines were purple coneflower, balsam root, wild rose, and yarrow. 

ELE.SS.MEC.2.D  Montana Geography: The student will identify the mountains, rivers, and the physical characteristics of the state. 

ELE.SS.MEC.2.E  Montana Geography: the student will be able to locate major cities, counties, and the county seats of Montana. 

ELE.SS.MEC.2.F  Montana Geography: The student will know the indigenous tribes of Montana and their location in the state, traditional and current. 

ELE.SS.MEC.2.G  Lewis & Clark Expedition and early exploration: The student will be able to trace the expedition from Fort Wood to Astoria and back. 

ELE.SS.MEC.2.H Lewis & Clark Expedition: The student will identify the Montana tribes during this time period and describe their effect with the Expedition, major discoveries and contributions. 

ELE.SS.MEC.2.I 
Reference S2B6 ELE.SS.MEC.6.B

ELE.SS.MEC.2.J Mining: The student will know the locations of the major gold strikes in Montana. 

ELE.SS.MEC.2.K  
Reference S2B6 ELE.SS.MEC.6.C

ELE.SS.MEC.2.L Territory and statehood: The student will understand the evolution of Montana’s geographic boundaries and the effects that these boundaries had on Native American populations. 

Benchmark 3 End of Grade 8: analyze diverse land use and explain the historical and contemporary effects of this use on the environment, with an emphasis on Montana.
ELE.SS.MEC.3.A    
Reference S3B2 ELE.SS.MEC.2.B

ELE.SS.MEC.3.B    
Reference S3B2 ELE.SS.MEC.2.C

ELE.SS.MEC.3.C  
Reference S3B2 ELE2.H

ELE.SS.MEC.3.D 
Reference S2B6 ELE.SS.MEC.6.A

ELE.SS.MEC.3.E Mining: The student will understand the effects of the discovery of gold in Montana upon settlement, transportation, American Indians, and lawlessness. 

ELE.SS.MEC.3.F Mining: The student will recognize the contribution of mining to the development of the state and its subsequent, inherent problems. 

ELE.SS.MEC.3.G Cattle Industry: The student will analyze the impact of the destruction of the bison and the introduction of cattle on the Native American Societies. 

ELE.SS.MEC.3.H Homestead: The student will understand homesteading life as it relates to settlers and American Indians. 

Benchmark 4 End of Grade 8: explain how movement patterns throughout the world (e.g., people, ideas, diseases, products, food) lead to interdependence and/or conflict.
ELE.SS.MEC.4.A    
Reference S3B1 ELE.SS.MEC.1.A

ELE.SS.MEC.4.B    Lewis & Clark Expedition and early exploration: The student will name early explorers and fur trade pioneers and describe their impact. 

ELE.SS.MEC.4.C 
Reference S3B2 ELE2.H

ELE.SS.MEC.4.D  The student will compare/contrast the differing points of view concerning the Lewis & Clark Expedition in regards to “Western Expansion” vs. “Eastern Invasion.” 

                     Reference S3B4 ELE.SS.MEC.
ELE.SS.MEC.4.E  Fur Trade & Missions: The student will identify tools and technologies, their impact on Indian tribes, and the major trade routes for fur trappers. Ex: steel traps, Hawkin gun, flint and steel, horse, hatchet, kettles, Yellowstone River, and Missouri river. 

ELE.SS.MEC.4.F 
Reference S2B6 ELE.SS.MEC.6.A

ELE.SS.MEC.4.G 
Reference S3B3 ELE.SS.MEC.3.E

ELE.SS.MEC.4.H Mining: The student will identify the major players in the “War of the Copper Kings” and know about the interaction between the participants.

ELE.SS.MEC.4.I 
Reference S3B3 ELE.SS.MEC.2.G

Benchmark 5 End of Grade 8: use appropriate geographic resources to interpret and generate information explaining the interaction of physical and human systems (e.g., estimate distance, calculate scale, identify dominant patterns of climate and land use, compute population density).
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 6 End of Grade 8: describe and distinguish between the environmental effects on the earth of short-term physical changes (e.g., floods, droughts, snowstorms) and long-term physical changes (e.g., plate tectonics, erosion, glaciation).
ELE.SS.MEC.6.A    Montana Geography: The student will identify and describe the three major geological feature: Lewis Overthrust, Yellowstone Hydrothermal Area, and Glacial Ice Sheets. 

ELE.SS.MEC.6.B     Montana Geography: The student will locate and explain major geological features of Montana. (Glacier Park, Yellowstone Park, Makoshika State Park, Lewis and Clark Caverns, Glacial Lake Missoula, Hebgen Lake, Quake Lake, egg Mountain Choteau, Gallatin Petrified Forest, Square Butte, and Pompey’s Pillar. 

Benchmark 7 End of Grade 8: describe major changes in a local area that have been caused by human beings (e.g., a new highway, a fire, construction of a new dam, logging, mining) and analyze the probable effects on the community and environment.
ELE.SS.MEC.7.A    Fur Trade & Missions: The student will understand the impact of the fur trade on the development of Montana. 

ELE.SS.MEC.7.B      
Reference S3B4 ELE.SS.MEC.4.H

ELE.SS.MEC.7.C  
Reference S3B3 ELE.SS.MEC.2.F

ELE.SS.MEC.7.D Mining: Identify precious metals, gems, and minerals mined in Montana, and explain their uses (gold, silver, copper, palladium, platinum, sapphires, garnets, coals, gas, oil).

ELE.SS.MEC.7.E  
Reference S2B6 ELE.SS.MEC.6.C

ELE.SS.MEC.7.F 
Reference S3B3 ELE.SS.MEC.2.G

Montana Standard 4 Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships. 
(Lit HSS1-10)(WS HSS 1-9)

Benchmark 1 End of Grade 8: interpret the past using a variety of sources (e.g., biographies, documents, diaries, eyewitnesses, interviews, internet, primary source material) and evaluate the credibility of sources used.
ELE.SS.MEC.1.A   Prehistory/Paleo-Indians: The student will read and discuss oral histories and compare/contrast the tribal origin stories to that of the Bering Strait Theory.

ELE.SS.MEC.1.B
Reference S3B2 ELE. 2.H

ELE.SS.MEC.1.C  
Reference S3B4 ELE.SS.MEC.4.D

ELE.SS.MEC.1.D 
Reference S2B6 ELE.SS.MEC.6.B

ELE.SS.MEC.1.E Fur Trade & Missions: Trace the historical expansion of Christianity in Montana Territory. 

Benchmark 2 End of Grade 8: describe how history can be organized and analyzed using various criteria to group people and events (e.g., chronology, geography, cause and effect, change, conflict, issues).
ELE.SS.MEC.2.A    
Reference S4B1 ELE.SS.MEC.1.A

ELE.SS.MEC.2.B    
Reference S3B2 ELE. 2.H

ELE.SS.MEC.2.C  
Reference S3B4 ELE.SS.MEC.4.D

ELE.SS.MEC.2.D 
Reference S2B6 ELE.SS.MEC.6.A

ELE.SS.MEC.2.E 
Reference S4B1 ELE.SS.MEC.1.E

ELE.SS.MEC.2.F Cattle Industry: The student will trace the development of the cattle industry from “open range” days to the modern beef industry

ELE.SS.MEC.2.G 
Reference S1B1 ELE1.A

Benchmark 3 End of Grade 8: use historical facts and concepts and apply methods of inquiry (e.g., primary documents, interviews, comparative accounts, research) to make informed decisions as responsible citizens.
ELE.SS.MEC.3.A    
Reference S2B6 ELE.SS.MEC.6.A

ELE.SS.MEC.3.B     
Reference S4B1 ELE.SS.MEC.1.E

Benchmark 4 End of Grade 8: identify significant events and people and important democratic values (e.g., freedom, equality, privacy) in the major  eras/civilizations of Montana, American Indian, United States, and world history.
ELE.SS.MEC.4.A     
Reference S3B2 ELE. 2.H

ELE.SS.MEC.4.B      
Reference S3B4 ELE.SS.MEC.4.D

ELE.SS.MEC.4.C  
Reference S2B6 ELE.SS.MEC.6.B

ELE.SS.MEC.4.D 
Reference S4B1 ELE.SS.MEC.1.E

Benchmark 5 End of Grade 8: identify major scientific discoveries and technological innovations and describe their social and economic effects on society.
ELE.SS.MEC.5.A    Prehistory/Paleo-Indians: The student will identify stone and bone tools and describe or model their function. Ex: projectile point, scraper, flesher, maul, drill, shaft straightener. 

ELE.SS.MEC.5.B    Lewis & Clark Expedition and early exploration: The student will be able to name the five major motives for the expedition. 

ELE.SS.MEC.5.C   Lewis & Clark Expedition and early exploration: The student will know major events, accomplishments, and failures of the expeditions. 

ELE.SS.MEC.5.D 
Reference S3B2 ELE. 2.H

ELE.SS.MEC.5.E Transportation: The student will trace the development of transportation in Montana of the following: steamboats, railroads, trails, highways, and airlines and identify their importance to specific location.  

Benchmark 6 End of Grade 8: explain how and why events (e.g., American Revolution, Battle of the Little Big Horn, immigration, Women’s Suffrage) may be  interpreted differently according to the points of view of participants, witnesses, reporters, and historians.
ELE.SS.MEC.6.A     
Reference S3B2 ELE. 2.H

ELE.SS.MEC.6.B      
Reference S3B4 ELE.SS.MEC.4.D

ELE.SS.MEC.6.C 
Reference S2B6 ELE.SS.MEC.6.A

ELE.SS.MEC.6.D 
Reference S2B6 ELE.SS.MEC.6.B

ELE.SS.MEC.6.E 
Reference S4B1 ELE.SS.MEC.1.E

Benchmark 7 End of Grade 8: Summarize major issues affecting the history, culture, tribal sovereignty, and current status of the American Indian tribes in Montana and the United States.
ELE.SS.MEC.7.A     
Reference S4B1 ELE.SS.MEC.1.A

ELE.SS.MEC.7.B     
Reference S3B2 ELE.SS.MEC.2.F

ELE.SS.MEC.7.C 
Reference S3B2 ELE. 2.H

ELE.SS.MEC.7.D  
Reference S3B4 ELE.SS.MEC.4.D

ELE.SS.MEC.7.E 
Reference S2B6 ELE.SS.MEC.6.A

ELE.SS.MEC.7.F 
Reference S2B6 ELE.SS.MEC.6.B

ELE.SS.MEC.7.G 
Reference S4B1 ELE.SS.MEC.1.E

ELE.SS.MEC.7.H  American Indians: The student will learn about the various cultures of Montana tribes and their development. 

ELE.SS.MEC.7.I American Indians: The student will analyze the factors/causes that led to the wars between American Indians and the American Government.

ELE.SS.MEC.7.J 
Reference S3B3 ELE.SS.MEC.2.G

ELE.SS.MEC.7.K 
Reference S2B3 ELE.SS.MEC.3.B

Montana Standard 5 Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of exchange, and consumption. 
(Lit HSS1-10)(WS HSS 1-9)

Benchmark 1 End of Grade 8: identify and explain basic economic concepts (e.g., supply, demand, production, exchange and consumption; labor, wages, and capital; inflation and deflation; and private goods and services).
ELE.SS.MEC.1.A   20th Century Montana: The student will understand outside influences on agricultural economies. 

Benchmark 2 End of Grade 8: apply economic concepts to explain historical events, current situations, and social issues in local, Montana, tribal, national, or global concerns.
ELE.SS.MEC.2.A   Fur Trade & Missions: The student will describe how European fashion drove Americans into the fur trade. 

ELE.SS.MEC.2.B    
Reference S4B2 ELE.SS.MEC.2.G

ELE.SS.MEC.2.C  
Reference S3B3 ELE.SS.MEC.2.G

ELE.SS.MEC.2.D 20th century Montana: The student will understand he major sectors of Montana’s economy including agriculture, energy, and tourism. 

Benchmark 3 End of Grade 8: compare and contrast the difference between private and public goods and services.
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 4 End of Grade 8: analyze how various personal and cultural points of view influence economic decisions (e.g., land ownership, taxation, unemployment).
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 5 End of Grade 8: explain and illustrate how money is used (e.g., trade, borrow, save, invest, compare the value of goods and services) by individuals and groups (e.g., businesses, financial institutions, and governments).
ELE.SS.MEC.5.A     
Reference S3B4 ELE.SS.MEC.4.E

ELE.SS.MEC.5.B    
Reference S2B6 ELE.SS.MEC.6.A

Benchmark 6 End of Grade 8: analyze the influences of technological advancements (e.g., machinery, internet, genetics) on household, state, national and global economies.
ELE.SS.MEC.6.A     
Reference S3B4 ELE.SS.MEC.4.E

ELE.SS.MEC.6.B    
Reference S4B5 ELE.SS.MEC.5.E

Montana Standard 6 Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on societies. 
(Lit HSS1-10)(WS HSS 1-9)

Benchmark 1 End of Grade 8: compare and illustrate the ways various groups (e.g., cliques, clubs, ethnic communities, American Indian tribes) meet human needs and concerns (e.g., self-esteem, friendship, heritage) and contribute to personal identity.
ELE.SS.MEC.1.A   
Reference S4B1 ELE.SS.MEC.1.A

ELE.SS.MEC.1.B
Reference S3B3 ELE.SS.MEC.2.G

Benchmark 2 End of Grade 8: explain and give examples of how human expression (e.g., language, literature, arts, architecture, traditions, beliefs, spirituality) contributes to the development and transmission of culture.
ELE.SS.MEC.2.A     
Reference S4B1 ELE.SS.MEC.1.A

ELE.SS.MEC.2.B    
Reference S3B2 ELE.2.H

ELE.SS.MEC.2.C  Fur Trade & Missions: Analyze the conflict between European and Native American religious/cultural beliefs and customs (ex. conversion efforts, boarding schools, etc.)

ELE.SS.MEC.2.D 
Reference S3B3 ELE.SS.MEC.2.G

Benchmark 3 End of Grade 8: identify and differentiate ways regional, ethnic and national cultures influence individual’s daily lives and personal choices.
ELE.SS.MEC.3.A      
Reference S6B2 ELE.SS.MEC.2.C

Benchmark 4 End of Grade 8: compare and illustrate the unique characteristics of American Indian tribes and other cultural groups in Montana.
ELE.SS.MEC.4.A    
Reference S4B1 ELE.SS.MEC.1.A

ELE.SS.MEC.4.B    
Reference S3B2 ELE.SS.MEC.2.F

ELE.SS.MEC.4.C 
Reference S3B2 ELE. 2.H

ELE.SS.MEC.4.D  
Reference S6B2 ELE.SS.MEC.2.C

ELE.SS.MEC.4.E 
Reference S4B7 ELE.SS.MEC.7.H

Benchmark 5 End of Grade 8: explain the cultural contributions of, and tensions between, racial and ethnic groups in Montana, the United States, and the world.
ELE.SS.MEC.5.A    
Reference S3B2 ELE.2.H

ELE.SS.MEC.5.B     
Reference S3B4 ELE.SS.MEC.4.D

ELE.SS.MEC.5.C 
Reference S2B6 ELE.SS.MEC.6.A

ELE.SS.MEC.5.E  
Reference S6B2 ELE.SS.MEC.2.C

ELE.SS.MEC.5.F 
Reference S4B7 ELE.SS.MEC.7.I

ELE.SS.MEC.5.G 
Reference S3B3 ELE.SS.MEC.2.G

Benchmark 6 End of Grade 8: identify and describe the stratification of individuals within social groups (e.g., status, social class, haves and have nots).
ELE.SS.MEC.6.A    Cattle Industry: The student will identify contributions made by Charles M. Russell and Frederic Remington. 
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