

MONTANA EDUCATIONAL CONSORTIUM

Grade 6, 7, 8 Social Studies Curriculum
KEY  
ELE       Essential Learning Expectations
SS         Social Studies
MEC      Montana Educational Consortium


The student will know:  these are the facts (Factual)


The student can do:  these are the skills and procedures (Procedural)


The student will understand: this is the higher level thinking and the 


ability to make connections to bigger ideas. (Conceptual)

U.S. History

Vocabulary
Geography-Terms: Coastal Plains, Harbors, Interior Lowlands, Basin & Range, Directional Flow, Rugged Mountains, Fertile Valleys
Places: Gulf of Mexico, Appalachian Mountains, Canadian Shield, Hudson Bay, Great Plains, Continental Divide, Sierra Nevada, Cascades, Death Valley, Atlantic, Pacific, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Columbia, Colorado, Rio Grande, Great Lakes, Pacific Northwest, Eastern Woodland

The Exploration Years-Terms: Basic Needs, Resources, Claimed Territories, Exploration, Navigational Tools, Conflict
People/Places: Paleo-Indians, Native American Tribes, European Countries, Spain, Francisco Coronado, France, Samuel de Champlain, Quebec, Robert La Salle, England, John Cabot, Portugal, Voyages of Discovery
Founding of America-Terms: Separatists, Religious Persecution, Imposed Taxes, Colonial Legislatures, Colonial Governors, Dissatisfaction, Independence, Democratic Government, Natural Rights, Inherent Rights, Liberty, Pursuit of Happiness, Specific Powers, Consent, Unalienable Rights, Patriotism, Weak National Government, Individual Rights, State Rights, State Powers,  Separate Branches, Legislative Branch, Judicial Branch, Executive Branch, Freedom of Speech, Freedom of Religion, Political Parties, Two Party System, Federal System, Separation of Powers, Two House Legislature Events/People/Places/Documents:
Jamestown, Virginia Company, Plymouth, Church of England, Mass. Bay Colony, Pennsylvania, New World
French and Indian War, King George III, Proprietor, Colonial Legislatures, Colonial Governors, Proclamation of 1763
Revolutionary Movement, Declaration of Independence, John Locke, George Washington, Continental Army
Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry, Ben Franklin, Continental Congress, Thomas Paine, Common Sense, Paul Revere

Boston Massacre, Boston Tea Party, Samuel Adams, Battle of Lexington & Concord, Revolutionary War
Battle of Saratoga, Surrender at Yorktown, Treaty of Paris, James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, Federalists
Washington D.C., Virginia Plan, Supreme Court, Congress, President

US Expansion-Terms: Territorial Expansion, Economic Opportunity, Population Growth, Steamboats, Overland Trails, Industrialization,
Farming Society, Inventions, New Technologies, Cultivate
Events/People/Places/Documents: Louisiana Purchase, Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, Thomas Jefferson, Manifest Destiny, Oregon Trail, Oregon,
Santa Fe, Cotton Gin, Eli Whitney
US Civil War/Reconstruction/Suffrage-Terms: Suffrage Movement, Equal Rights, Abolitionist Movement, Right to Vote, Educational Opportunities, Equal Opportunities,
Slave State, Free State, Popular Sovereignty, Southern Secession, Seceded, Confederate, Union, Labor-Intensive Cash Crop, Segregated Units, Equal Protection Under Law, Reconstruction, Suffrage
Events/People/Places/Documents: Abolitionist, Harriet Tubman, William Lloyd Garrison, Frederick Douglass, Isabel Sojourner Truth, Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Missouri Compromise, Compromise of 1850, Kansas-Nebraska Act, Abraham Lincoln,
Emancipation Proclamation, Gettysburg Address, Ulysses S. Grant, Jefferson Davis, Battle of Manassas, Bull Run, Vicksburg, Mississippi, Gettysburg, Savannah,  Charleston, New Orleans, Atlanta, Richmond, 13th Amendment, 14th Amendment, 15th Amendment, Civil Rights Act of 1866
Montana Standard 1 Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations. 
(Lit HSS1-10)(WS HSS 1-9)

Benchmark 1 End of Grade 8: apply the steps of an inquiry process (i.e., identify question or problem, locate and evaluate potential resources, gather and synthesize information, create a new product, and evaluate product and process).
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 2 End of Grade 8: assess the quality of information (e.g., primary or secondary sources, point of view and embedded values of the author).
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 3 End of Grade 8: interpret and apply information to support conclusions and use group decision making strategies to solve problems in real world situations (e.g., school elections, community projects, conflict resolution, role playing scenarios).
Not applicable for this curricular area
Montana Standard 2 Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility.  
(Lit HSS1-10)(WS HSS 1-9)

Benchmark 1 End of Grade 8: describe the purpose of government and how the powers of government are acquired, maintained and used.
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 2 End of Grade 8: identify and describe basic features of the political system in the United States and identify representative leaders from various levels (e.g., local, state, tribal, federal, branches of government).
ELE.SS.MEC.2.A The student will identify the important ideals expressed in the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.  

ELE.SS.MEC.2.B The student will identify the basic requirements and responsibilities of the three branches of the federal government. 

Benchmark 3 End of Grade 8: identify the significance of tribal sovereignty and Montana tribal governments’ relationship to local, state and federal governments.
ELE.SS.MEC.3.A The students will identify the causes and effects of the Iroquois Confederation.  Students will differentiate the effects at the national and state level and how the relationships changed prior to the confederation and after.

Benchmark 4 End of Grade 8: analyze and explain governmental mechanisms used to meet the needs of citizens, manage conflict, and establish order and security.
ELE.SS.MEC.4.A The student will analyze the short-comings of the Articles of Confederation as government that couldn’t deal with national considerations. 

Benchmark 5 End of Grade 8: identify and explain the basic principles of democracy (e.g., Bill of Rights, individual rights, common good, equal opportunity, equal protection of the laws, majority rule).
ELE.SS.MEC.5.A    
Reference S2B2 ELE.SS.MEC.2.A

ELE.SS.MEC.5.B The student will recognize U.S. advancement into international involvement and recognize the role of the U.S. as a World Power

Benchmark 6 End of Grade 8: explain conditions, actions and motivations that contribute to conflict and cooperation within and among groups and nations (e.g., discrimination, peer interaction, trade agreements).
ELE.SS.MEC.6.A    
Reference S2B5 ELE.SS.MEC.5.B

Benchmark 7 End of Grade 8: explain the need for laws and policies governing technology and explore solutions to problems that arise from technological advancements.
Not applicable for this curricular area
Montana Standard 3 Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g. location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions). 
(Lit HSS1-10)(WS HSS 1-9)

Benchmark 1 End of Grade 8: analyze and use various representations of the Earth (e.g., physical, topographical, political maps; globes; geographic information systems; aerial photographs; satellite images) to gather and compare information about a place.
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 2 End of Grade 8: locate on a map or globe physical features (e.g., continents, oceans, mountain ranges, land forms) natural features (e.g., flora, fauna) and human features (e.g., cities, states, national borders) and explain their relationships within the ecosystem.
ELE.SS.MEC.2.A The student will identify the three European countries who colonized the Americas and locate on maps the areas those countries concentrated on.

Benchmark 3 End of Grade 8: analyze diverse land use and explain the historical and contemporary effects of this use on the environment, with an emphasis on Montana.
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 4 End of Grade 8: explain how movement patterns throughout the world (e.g., people, ideas, diseases, products, food) lead to interdependence and/or conflict.
ELE.SS.MEC.4.A The student will identify events that occurred in European History that led to the exploration and discovery eras. 

ELE.SS.MEC.4.B The student will describe the philosophy of the Manifest Destiny as a rationale for U.S. expansion from the Atlantic to the Pacific

Benchmark 5 End of Grade 8: use appropriate geographic resources to interpret and generate information explaining the interaction of physical and human systems (e.g., estimate distance, calculate scale, identify dominant patterns of climate and land use, compute population density).
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 6 End of Grade 8: describe and distinguish between the environmental effects on the earth of short-term physical changes (e.g., floods, droughts, snowstorms) and long-term physical changes (e.g., plate tectonics, erosion, glaciation).
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 7 End of Grade 8: describe major changes in a local area that have been caused by human beings (e.g., a new highway, a fire, construction of a new dam, logging, mining) and analyze the probable effects on the community and environment.
Not applicable for this curricular area
Montana Standard 4 Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships. 
(Lit HSS1-10)(WS HSS 1-9)

Benchmark 1 End of Grade 8: interpret the past using a variety of sources (e.g., biographies, documents, diaries, eyewitnesses, interviews, internet, primary source material) and evaluate the credibility of sources used.
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 2 End of Grade 8: describe how history can be organized and analyzed using various criteria to group people and events (e.g., chronology, geography, cause and effect, change, conflict, issues).
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 3 End of Grade 8: use historical facts and concepts and apply methods of inquiry (e.g., primary documents, interviews, comparative accounts, research) to make informed decisions as responsible citizens.
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 4 End of Grade 8: identify significant events and people and important democratic values (e.g., freedom, equality, privacy) in the major  eras/civilizations of Montana, American Indian, United States, and world history.
ELE.SS.MEC.4.A The student will analyze the cause-effect relationships of events that led to the development of the fundamental issues of the Declaration of Independence and the War for Independence.

ELE.SS.MEC.4.B The student will identify and analyze the causes and effects of the Civil War. 

Benchmark 5 End of Grade 8: identify major scientific discoveries and technological innovations and describe their social and economic effects on society.
ELE.SS.MEC.5.A The student will recognize religious, social, and political reforms that arose as a result of expansion and industrialization. 

Benchmark 6 End of Grade 8: explain how and why events (e.g., American Revolution, Battle of the Little Big Horn, immigration, Women’s Suffrage) may be  interpreted differently according to the points of view of participants, witnesses, reporters, and historians.
ELE.SS.MEC.6.A The student will understand the struggle involved in beginning and establishing permanent colonies. 

Benchmark 7 End of Grade 8: Summarize major issues affecting the history, culture, tribal sovereignty, and current status of the American Indian tribes in Montana and the United States.
ELE.SS.MEC.7.A Compare and contrast Native American tribes.  Identify government legislation that effected tribal sovereignty.

Montana Standard 5 Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of exchange, and consumption. 
(Lit HSS1-10)(WS HSS 1-9)

Benchmark 1 End of Grade 8: identify and explain basic economic concepts (e.g., supply, demand, production, exchange and consumption; labor, wages, and capital; inflation and deflation; and private goods and services).
ELE.SS.MEC.1.A   Reference S4B4 ELE.SS.MEC.5.A

Benchmark 2 End of Grade 8: apply economic concepts to explain historical events, current situations, and social issues in local, Montana, tribal, national, or global concerns.
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 3 End of Grade 8: compare and contrast the difference between private and public goods and services.
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 4 End of Grade 8: analyze how various personal and cultural points of view influence economic decisions (e.g., land ownership, taxation, unemployment).
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 5 End of Grade 8: explain and illustrate how money is used (e.g., trade, borrow, save, invest, compare the value of goods and services) by individuals and groups (e.g., businesses, financial institutions, and governments).
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 6 End of Grade 8: analyze the influences of technological advancements (e.g., machinery, internet, genetics) on household, state, national and global economies.
ELE.SS.MEC.6.A    Reference S4B4 ELE.SS.MEC.5.A

Montana Standard 6 Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on societies. 
(Lit HSS1-10)(WS HSS 1-9)

Benchmark 1 End of Grade 8: compare and illustrate the ways various groups (e.g., cliques, clubs, ethnic communities, American Indian tribes) meet human needs and concerns (e.g., self-esteem, friendship, heritage) and contribute to personal identity.
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 2 End of Grade 8: explain and give examples of how human expression (e.g., language, literature, arts, architecture, traditions, beliefs, spirituality) contributes to the development and transmission of culture.
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 3 End of Grade 8: identify and differentiate ways regional, ethnic and national cultures influence individual’s daily lives and personal choices.
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 4 End of Grade 8: compare and illustrate the unique characteristics of American Indian tribes and other cultural groups in Montana.
Not applicable for this curricular area
Benchmark 5 End of Grade 8: explain the cultural contributions of, and tensions between, racial and ethnic groups in Montana, the United States, and the world.
ELE.SS.MEC.5.A    
Reference S3B4 ELE.SS.MEC.4.B

ELE.SS.MEC.5.B    
Reference S4B4 ELE.SS.MEC.4.B

ELE.SS.MEC.5.C     
Reference S2B5 ELE.SS.MEC.5.B

Benchmark 6 End of Grade 8: identify and describe the stratification of individuals within social groups (e.g., status, social class, haves and have nots).
ELE.SS.MEC.6.A    
Reference S4B6 ELE.SS.MEC.6.A

ELE.SS.MEC.6.B    
Reference S4B4 ELE.SS.MEC.4.B
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