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Grade 9-12 Social Studies Curriculum
KEY  
ELE       Essential Learning Expectations
SS         Social Studies
MEC      Montana Educational Consortium
WH
   World History

US
   United States History

AMG
   American Government/Civics
GEO
   Geography
U. S. History Objectives 
Vocabulary: Prehistory, Meso-America, Renaissance, Heretic, Indentured Servant, Mercantilism, Writs of Assistance, Guerrilla Warfare, Recession, Inflation, Democracy, Federal, Sovereignty, Enumerated Powers, Implied Powers, Judicial Review, Embargo, Mudslinging, Abolition, Manifest Destiny, Secession, Referendum, Amnesty, Laissez-faire, Marxism, Philanthropy, Populism, Segregation, Imperialism, Suffrage, Nationalism, Conscription, Espionage, Anarchist, Eugenics, Isolationism, Fascism, Communism, Socialism, Domino Theory
Student will draw upon skills in the following five interconnected dimensions of historical thinking:
1. Chronological Thinking
2. Historical Comprehension
3. Historical Analysis and Interpretation
4. Historical Research Capabilities
5. Historical Issues-Analysis and Decision-Making 
The above skills, while presented in five separate categories, are nonetheless interactive and mutually supportive.  In conducting historical research or creating a historical argument of their own, for example, student must be able to draw upon skills in all five categories.
Era 1 Prehistory of Americas (prehistory-1450)  The student will:
ELE.SS.MEC.US1.1 Explore events leading up to the making of “the three worlds” prior to 1450


Major Events:
•
indigenous settlements and culture

•
interaction between prehistory peoples

(SS3,B12#4,5,7)  (SS6,B12#2,3,4)     (EU SS3B12,3,4,7  SS6B12#2,3,4)

Era 2  Three Worlds Meet (1450-1600)  The student will:
ELE.SS.MEC.US.2.1 Compare and contrast Americas, Western Europe, Western Africa
ELE.SS.MEC.US.2.2 Evaluate resulting interactions of Early European exploration and colonization


Major Events:

•
Vikings

•
Columbus and other European explorers

•
Spanish treatment of Native Americans

•
Expansion of slave trade

•
Iroquois Confederation

•
Consequences of Protestant Reformation in Europe

Era 3 Colonization and Settlement (1600-1763)  The student will:
ELE.SS.MEC.US.3.1 Analyze the causes and effects of European settlement in the Americas
ELE.SS.MEC.US.3.2 Compare and contrast political, social, and religious institutions in colonies


Major Events:

•
Slavery

•
Mapping slave trade

•
William Penn

•
Blue prints of early representative government

•
Seven Year War

•
Puritans Conformity vs. Protestants/Quakers/Catholics/Jews/etc. (Religious Freedoms and Tolerance)

•
Witch Trials

•
Trade with Atlantic patterns

•
Climate, land fertility

(SS3B12#1,2,4,7  SS4 B12 32,5,6  SS6 B12 #1,2,3,5,6)  (EU SS3 B12# 2,4,7  SS 6 B12 5)

Era 4 Revolution and New Nation (1754-1820)  The student will:
ELE.SS.MEC.US.4.1 Examine cause and reasons for victory of American Revolution
ELE.SS.MEC.US.4.2 Impact on politics, economy, and society
ELE.SS.MEC.US.4.3 Understands basis of American political system


Major Events:
•
British attempts of control of colonists (The Acts)

•
Colonial response to British attempts of control

•
Formative documents of 1776-1820

•
Sequence of revolutionary battles

•
Cause and outcomes, War of 1812

Era 5  Expansion and Reform (1801-1861)  The student will:
ELE.SS.MEC.US.5.1 Connect reasons for Territorial Expansion to affected relations with foreign powers and Native Americans
ELE.SS.MEC.US.5.2 Assess impact of Industrial Revolution to regional tensions
ELE.SS.MEC.US.5.3 Compare and contrast Jeffersonian politics/Jacksonian democracy
ELE.SS.MEC.US.5.4 Explore the involvement of Antebellum society
ELE.SS.MEC.US.5.5 Examine struggles for personal freedoms for disenfranchised (social reform)


Major Events:
•
Indian removal policies

•
War of Texas independence

•
Immigration

•
Technology advances:  railroad, cotton gin

•
Settlement of West

•
Religious movements (missionaries)

•
Freed blacks

•
Monroe Doctrine

(SS1,B12#2,3  SS2 B12#1,5a  SS3B12 31-7 SS4B12 #2,6 SS5B12#1,4  SS6 B12 31,2,3,5,6) (EU SS6 B12 # 5)

Era 6 Civil War & Reconstruction (1850-1877)  The student will:
ELE.SS.MEC.US.6.1 Summarize Cause and effect, courses and consequences of Civil War
ELE.SS.MEC.US.6.2 Differentiate and evaluate various reconstruction plans


Major Events:

•
States rights vs. nationalism

•
Arguments over expansion of slavery

•
Evolution of current political parties

•
Political, economic, ethnic, social differences between North & South

•
Controversy over reconstruction

•
Emancipation proclamation

•
Beginning of civil rights movements

(SS2 B12, #2,3  SS2, B12,# 1,2,3,5a,5b,6  SS3,B12,1-7 SS4,1-7 SS5B12,1,4,5 SS6,B12,#1,2,3,6)  (EU SS4 B12 4a)

Era 7  Development of Industrial U. S. (1870-1900)  The student will:
ELE.SS.MEC.US.7.1 Describe how rise of corporations and development of technology transformed the population
ELE.SS.MEC.US.7.2 Connect the roles of immigration, Urbanization, and Industrialization
ELE.SS.MEC.US.7.3 Distinguish rise of labor movements
ELE.SS.MEC.US.7.4 Indian policy after Civil War


Major Events:

•
Rise of big business and tycoons

•
Impact of immigration on urban life

•
Agriculture development

•
Railroad

•
Homesteading and western artists

•
Old immigrants vs. new immigrants

•
Reasons labor unions arose

•
Battles, treaties, reservations, boarding schools of American Indians

Era 8 Creation of Modern America (1890-1930)  The student will:
ELE.SS.MEC.US.8.1 Summarize the Age of Progressivism
ELE.SS.MEC.US.8. 2 Evaluate the Emergence of America as a world power following WWI
ELE.SS.MEC.US.8.3 Synthesize changes in the U. S. from WWI through the depression


Major Events:
•
Progressive policies towards business, labor, cities, and social issues

•
City life (moral and social issues)

•
16th, 17th, 18th, and 19th amendments

•
Presidents’ foreign from imperialism to Good Neighbor

•
Technology developments

•
Causes of WWI, treaty of Versailles

(SS1, B12, 1,2  SS2,B12, 1,2,3,3B  SS3, B12 3 1-7 SS4 B121,2,4a,5  SS5 B12 #1,2,3,6  SS B12 # 1,3)     (EU  SS 4, B12 34a  SS5 B12 #6)

Era 9 Prosperity from Depression to WWII (1920-1945)  The student will:
ELE.SS.MEC.US.9.1 Describe prosperity and culture of 1920’s
ELE.SS.MEC.US.9.2 Analyze causes of Great Depression
ELE.SS.MEC.US.9.3 Examine new deal and creation of the welfare state
ELE.SS.MEC.US.9.4 Differentiate causes and examine course of WWII


Major Events:
•
Jazz age

•
Model T (technology advances)

•
Prohibition

•
Stock market crash 1929

•
Dust bowl

•
Growth of National Bureaucracy

•
Rise of dictators in Europe & Asia

•
Pearl Harbor

•
American Neutrality Policies

•
Allied powers

•
Atomic age

•
Unconditional surrender

•
Holocaust

(SS 2 B12, 3 2,3,5B,7  SS3, B12 1-7  SS4, B12 #1,2,3,4B,b SS5 B12 # 1-6 SS6 B12 #1,2,3,5)  (EU  SS5 #6  SS6 B12 5)

Era 10 Postwar America (1945-1974)  The student will examine:
ELE.SS.MEC.US.10.1 The economic boom and social transformation of postwar America
ELE.SS.MEC.US.10.2 How the Cold War and conflicts in Korea and Vietnam influenced domestic and international politics
ELE.SS.MEC.US.10.3 Domestic policies after World War II
ELE.SS.MEC.US.10.4 The struggle for racial and gender equality and connect the extension of civil liberties


Major Events:
•
Baby Boom

•
Cold War

•
Korean War

•
Vietnam War

•
Civil Rights Movement

•
Kennedy Administration

•
Johnson Administration

•
Equal Rights Movement

(SS1 B12 # 1,2  SS2 B12 # 1,2,3,5a 5b,6 SS3 B12 #1-7  SS4 B12 3 1,2,3,4a, 4b SS6 B12 31-6)

(EU  SS4 B12 4a  SS6 B12 1-6)

Era 11 Globalization:  American Transition (1970-2000)  The student will:
ELE.SS.MEC.US.11.1 Assess developments in foreign and domestic policies
ELE.SS.MEC.US.11.2 Distinguish economic, social, and cultural developments


Major Events:
•
Watergate

•
End of Cold War

•
Iran Contra Affair

•
Persian Gulf War

•
Reaganomics

•
Environmental Movement

•
Globalization & Interdependence

•
Iranian Hostages
•
Clinton Impeachment

(SS1 B12, # 1,3,6,7  SS2 3B12 1-7  SS3 B12 1-7  SS4 B12 2,5  SS5 B12 3,4,6  S 6 B12 3,5) (EU  SS 5 #6  SS 6 B12 #5)

Era 12 21st Century (2000-Present)  The student will:
ELE.SS.MEC.US.12.1 Integrate developments in American foreign policy with the War of Terror 
ELE.SS.MEC.US.12.2 Explore developments in social and cultural movements
ELE.SS.MEC.US.12.3 Analyze polarization of national political landscape  
ELE.SS.MEC.US.12.4 Evaluate domestic and economic policies


Major Events:  

•
9/11

•
Operation Iraqi Freedom

•
Homeland Security

•
Election of 2000

•
Bush Domestic Economic Policies

•
Reemergence of Religion

•
Enduring Freedom

(S1B12#1,2) (S2B12#3,6) (S3B12#4) 
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