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KEY  
ELE
   Essential Learning Expectations
SS         Social Studies
MEC      Montana Educational Consortium


The student will know:  these are the facts (Factual)


The student can do:  these are the skills and procedures (Procedural)


The student will understand: this is the higher level thinking and the 


ability to make connections to bigger ideas. (Conceptual)
Vocabulary
Geography terms:
           
Landforms
           
Prime meridian
           
Longitude
           
Latitude
           
Hemisphere
           
Regions
           
Cardinal directions (north, east, south, west)
           
Equator
           
Compass rose
           
Environment
           
Keys
           
Legends
           
Scale
           
Charts
           
Graphs
           
Tables

Civic Terms:
           
Communities
           
Law
           
Urban
           
Rural
           
Citizen
           
Population
           
Suburb
           
Allegiance
           
Government
           
Local, state, and national officials
           
Cultures
           
Feature
           
Ethnic
           
Responsibility
           
Transportation
           
Consumables
           
Manufacturing
             
Export/Import
             
Supply/Demand
             
Free Enterprise
            
 Amendment
              
Civic

Montana Standard 1:  Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations.

Benchmark 1 End of Grade 4: identify and practice the steps of an inquiry process (i.e., identify question or problem, locate and evaluate potential resources, gather and synthesize information, create a new product, and evaluate product and process).
ELE.SS1.MEC.1.A The student will participate in the decision-making processes by identifying problems and suggesting possible solutions.
1. The student will identify problems and solutions.
2. The student can participate by suggesting possible solutions.
3. The student will have an understanding of how to problem solve.
ELE.SS1.MEC.1.B The student will gather and interpret data from maps, make simple charts, and graphs including data relating to Montana American Indians. 
1. The student will know inquiry steps.
2. The student will read information.
3. The student will understand the inquiry process as it applies to maps, charts, & graphs.
Essential Understanding 4
ELE.SS1.MEC.1.C The student will use resource materials to compile information for reports including subject matter based on American Indians.
1. The student will know of available resources.
2. The student is able to locate proper information.
3. The student will understand necessary steps to complete a report.
Benchmark 2 End of Grade 4: evaluate information quality (e.g., accuracy, relevance, fact or fiction).
ELE.SS1.MEC.2.A The student will gather and interpret data from maps, make simple charts, and graphs.
1. The student will know how to interpret facts from maps, simple charts, and graphs. 
2. The student can perform simple geographical tasks.
3. The student will understand the difference between fact and fiction; discern relevance and accuracy of data.
ELE.SS1.MEC.2.B The student will use resource materials to compile information for reports.

1. The student will know which source provides the best/most facts.
2. The student can perform simple research skills.

3. The student will understand relevancy and accuracy of research materials.
Benchmark 3 End of Grade 4: use information to support statements and practice basic group decision making strategies in real world situations (e.g., class elections, playground and classroom rules, recycling projects, school stores).
ELE.SS1.MEC.3.A The student will participate in the decision-making processes by identifying problems and suggesting possible solutions.
1. The student will recognize problems and solutions.
2. The student will participate in decision-making processes.
3. The student will understand how to apply strategies to situations in their world.
ELE.SS1.MEC.3.B The student will demonstrate respect and courtesy in social interactions by listening, observing, and following instructions.
1. The student will know basic social skills.

2. The student will listen, observe, and follow directions. 
3. The student will understand strategies to apply to their world.
ELE.SS1.MEC.3.C Students will understand courtesy actions of American Indian tribes
Essential Understanding 3
Montana Standard 2:  Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility.
Benchmark 1 End of Grade 4: explain the purpose and various levels of government.
ELE.SS2.MEC.1.A The student will understand the meaning and significance of the Pledge of Allegiance and other patriotic symbols, and their role as responsible citizens of their community, state, country, and world.
1. The student will know the meaning and significance of the Pledge of Allegiance and other patriotic symbols.
2. The student can recite the Pledge of Allegiance and identify other important patriotic symbols.
3. The student understands his/her role as a responsible citizen of the community, state country, and world.
ELE.SS2.MEC.1.B The student will be introduced to the democratic model of government practiced by their local community, state, country and have an understanding of the system of checks and balances for each.
1. The student will know there are different models of government at the local community, state and country level.
2. The student can identify the different levels of government locally and the branches of government at the state and country levels.
3. The student understands that the democratic model of government runs on a system of checks and balances.
ELE.SS2.MEC.1.C The student will be able to understand different models of government of Montana American Indians and identify the different models and structures of the different forms of government.
1. The student will examine the government models of Montana American Indians.
2. The student will identify tribal government structures.
3. The student will understand the general model of the government in Montana American Indian tribes. 

Essential Understanding 7
Benchmark 2 End of Grade 4: recognize local, state, tribal and federal governments and identify representative leaders at these levels (e.g., mayor, governor, chairperson, president).
ELE.SS2.MEC.2.A The student will be exposed to the history and culture of different ethnic groups locally, nationally and internationally.
1. The student will know about different ethnic groups locally, nationally and internationally.
2. The student can demonstrate an understanding of different ethnic groups and their origins.
3. The student understands these different ethnic groups are valid in their own right and need to be treated with respect.
ELE.SS2.MEC.2.B The student will be introduced to the democratic model of government practiced by their local community, state and country.
1. The student will know there are different models of government at the local community, state and country level.
2. The student can identify the different levels of government locally and the branches of government at the state and country levels.
3. The student understands that the democratic model of government runs on a system of checks and balances
Benchmark 3 End of Grade 4: identify the major responsibilities of local, state, tribal and federal government.
ELE.SS2.MEC.3.A The student will be introduced to the democratic model of government practiced by their local community, state and country.
1. The student will know there are different models of government at the local community, state and country level.
2. The student can identify the different levels of government locally and the branches of government at the state and country levels.
3. The student understands that the democratic model of government runs on a system of checks and balances.
Benchmark 4 End of Grade 4: explain how governments provide for needs and wants of people by establishing order and security and managing conflict.
ELE.SS2.MEC.4.A The student will be introduced to the democratic model of government practiced by their local community, state and federal government.
1. The student will know there are different models of government at the local community, state and country level.
2. The student can identify the different levels of government locally and the branches of government at the state and country levels.
3. The student understands that the democratic model of government runs on a system of checks and balances.
Essential Understanding 5, 7
Benchmark 5 End of Grade 4: identify and explain the individual’s responsibilities to family, peers and the community, including the need for civility, respect for diversity and the rights of others.
ELE.SS2.MEC.5.A The student will demonstrate respect and courtesy in social interactions by listening, observing, and following instructions.
1. The student will know how to appropriately interact with peers and adults.
2. The student can listen and follow directions within a group.
3. The student understands the concepts of respect and courtesy when dealing with others.
ELE.SS2.MEC.5.B The student will recognize interdependence of people and groups.
1. The student will know that people and groups depend on each other.
2. The student can recognize interdependence among people and groups.
3. The student understands this interdependency of people and groups is an important aspect of communication amongst civilizations.
ELE.SS2.MEC.5.C The student will be exposed to the history and culture of different ethnic groups locally, nationally, and internationally.
1. The student will know about different ethnic groups locally, nationally and internationally.
2. The student can demonstrate an understanding of different ethnic groups and their origins.
3. The student understands these different ethnic groups are valid in their own right and need to be treated with respect.
Essential Understanding 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7
Benchmark 6 End of Grade 4: describe factors that cause conflict and contribute to cooperation among individuals and groups (e.g., playground issues, misunderstandings, listening skills, taking turns).
ELE.SS2.MEC.6.A The student will participate in the decision-making processes by identifying problems and suggesting possible solutions.
1. The student will know how to identify problems and suggest possible solutions.
2. The student can participate in the decision-making process.
3. The student understands how to work within a group to solve problems.
ELE.SS2.MEC.6.B The student will demonstrate respect and courtesy in social interactions by listening, observing, and following instructions.
1. The student will know how to appropriately interact with peers and adults.
2. The student can listen and follow directions within a group.
3. The student understands the concepts of respect and courtesy when dealing with others.
Benchmark 7 End of Grade 4: explore the role of technology in communications, transportation, information processing or other areas as it contributes to or helps resolve problems.
ELE.SS2.MEC.7.A The student will use telecommunications and different resources for the advancement of cultures.
1. The student will have access to technology in order to interpret information about the role of communications and transportation in the history of the U.S. and American Indian tribes.
2. The student will be given the opportunity to use technology to enhance his/her study of technology, communication, and transportation in the advancement of cultures.
3. The student will understand the impact of technology on the U.S. and tribal nations.
Montana Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movements, and regions).
Benchmark 1 End of Grade 4: identify and use various representations of the Earth (e.g., maps, globes, photographs, latitude and longitude, scale).
ELE.SS3.MEC.1.A The student will gather and interpret data from maps, make simple charts, and graphs.
1. The student will know how to recognize and define map and global features such as legends keys and scales of distance.
2. The student can gather and interpret data from maps, make simple maps and charts, and graphs.
3. The student understands how to identify and use properly simple maps, charts and graphs.
Benchmark 2 End of Grade 4: locate on a map or globe physical features (e.g., continents, oceans, mountain ranges, land forms) natural features (e.g., flora, fauna) and human features (e.g., cities, states, national borders).
ELE.SS3.MEC.2.A
1. The student will know how to identify environmental features and their impact on their local community.
2. The student can do simple map and globe activities locating one or all of three features. 
3. The student understands how to locate physical, natural and human features.
Benchmark 3 End of Grade 4: describe and illustrate ways in which people interact with their physical environment (e.g., land use, location of communities, methods of construction, design of shelters).
ELE.SS3.MEC.3.A The student will identify environmental features and their impact on the local community.
1. The student will know impacts on the local communities and in identifying environmental features.
2. The student can recognize and describe ways people adapt to changes in the environment.
3. The student understands the impact of human interaction with the natural environment.
Benchmark 4 End of Grade 4: describe how human movement and settlement patterns reflect the wants and needs of diverse cultures.
ELE.SS3.MEC.4.A The student will know how human movement lead to the mix of cultures and their wants and needs and be introduced to the democratic model of government practiced by the community, state and country. 
1. The student will understand meaning and significance of the Pledge of Allegiance and other patriotic symbols, and their role as responsible citizens of their community, state, country and world.
2. The student can make comparisons between cooperation and conflict between diverse cultures.
3. The student understands how human movement and settlement determined the wants and needs of diverse cultures.
ELE.SS3.MEC.4.B The student will be able to draw simple maps of Montana reservations and identify different reservations and understand the ratio of reservation land compared to the majority of lands in Montana.
1. The student will recognize the existing Montana reservations including landless tribe locations. 

2. The student will draw simple maps identifying Montana reservations.

3. The student will understand the ratio of reservation land in comparison to the majority of land remaining in Montana.

Essential Understanding 4
Benchmark 5 End of Grade 4: use appropriate geographic resources (e.g., atlases, databases, charts, grid systems, technology, graphs, maps) to gather information about local communities, reservations, Montana, the United States, and the world.
ELE.SS3.MEC.5.A The student will use appropriate geographic resources (e.g., atlases, databases, charts, grid systems, technology, graphs, maps) to gather information about local communities, reservations, Montana, the United States, and the world.
1. The student will know the history and culture of different ethnic groups locally, nationally, and internationally and be introduced to the 50 states and capitals.
2. The student can recognize interdependence of people and groups.
3. The student understands how to demonstrate respect and courtesy in social interactions by listening observing, and following instructions. 
ELE.SS3.MEC. 5.B The student will be able to locate and label the different tribal regions and reservations and understand how Montana lands are shared with the different American Indian tribes.
1. The students will know the Montana American Indian tribes and reservations (including landless territory).
2. The student can locate and label the tribal regions and reservations on a map.
3. The students will understand that Montana lands are shared with American Indian tribes.
Benchmark 6 End of Grade 4: identify and distinguish between physical system changes (e.g., seasons, climate, weather, water cycle, natural disasters) and describe the social and economic effects of these changes.
ELE.SS3.MEC.6.A The student will recognize change in the environment and describe ways people adapt to change.
1. The student will know and participate in the decision-making processes by identifying problems and suggesting possible solutions with the use of telecommunications to problem solve the effects on social and economic changes from environmental changes.
2. The student understands short and long term effects of physical changes and the effects of these changes.
3. The student can recognize a problem and construct a solution.
Benchmark 7 End of Grade 4: describe and compare the ways in which people in different regions of the world interact with their physical environments.
ELE.SS3.MEC.7.A The student will recognize change in the environment and describe ways people adapt to change.
1. The student will know changes caused by human beings and the effects on the community and the environment.
2. The student can problem solve ideas for future impacts on the environment and the community.
3. The student understands probable effects and how proper designing could have a better impact for the future.
ELE.SS3.MEC.7.B The student will identify how American Indian communities have interacted with the physical environment, past and present.
Essential Understanding 4
Montana Standard 4:  Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships.
Benchmark 1 End of Grade 4: identify and use various sources of information (e.g., artifacts, diaries, photographs, charts, biographies, paintings, architecture, songs) to develop an understanding of the past.
ELE.SS4.MEC.1.A The student will recognize change in the environment and describe ways people adapt to change through the various sources of information.
1. The student will know that environments and people adapt to change.
2. The student can study various sources (photographs, artifacts, biographies).

3. The student understands cause and effect of such changes.
ELE.SS4.MEC.1.B The student will be exposed to the history and culture of different ethnic groups locally, nationally and internationally.
1. The student will know there are different ethnic groups locally, nationally and internationally.

2. The student can identify some of the different ethnic groups and their regions.
3. The student understands these groups have come from different experiences and areas, therefore, have different beliefs and customs.

Benchmark 2 End of Grade 4: use a timeline to select, organize, and sequence information describing eras in history.
ELE.SS4.MEC.2.A The student will recognize change in the environment and describe ways people adapt to change and compare and contrast surrounding communities.
1. The student will know that environments and people adapt to change.
2. The student can study various sources (photographs, artifacts, biographies).

3. The student understands cause and effect of such changes.
ELE.SS4.MEC.2.B The student will recognize interdependence of people and groups.
1. The student will know that people and groups depend on each other.

2. The student can study or create various sources showing people and groups interdependency on each other. 

3. The student understands these interdependencies are an important part of societies.

ELE.SS4.MEC.2.C The student will recognize and define map and global features such as legends and keys, and scales of distance and will gather and interpret  the data from maps, simple charts and graphs.
1. The student will know how to gather and interpret data from maps.

2. The student can make simple charts and graphs.

3. The student understands how to use this information to answer simple questions.

ELE.SS4.MEC.2.D The student will use resource materials to compile information for reports.
1. The student will know how to use resource materials for a report.

2. The student can organize this information into a final report.

3. The student understands correct sequencing when compiling this information.

Benchmark 3 End of Grade 4: examine biographies, stories, narratives, and folk tales to understand the lives of ordinary people and extraordinary people, place them in time and context, and explain their relationship to important historical events.
ELE.SS4.MEC.3.A The student will understand the meaning and significance of the Pledge of Allegiance and other patriotic symbols, and their role as responsible citizens of their community.
1. The student will know who produced the Pledge of Allegiance and other patriotic symbols in our history.
2. The student can explain the importance of famous symbols and documents in the nation’s history.
3. The student understands these symbols and documents were very important in forming our history as we know it.
ELE.SS4.MEC.3.B The student will have an understanding to the history and culture of different ethnic groups locally, nationally, and internationally.
1. The student will know there are different ethnic groups locally, nationally and internationally.

2. The student can identify specific ethnic groups and their regions.
3. The student understands these groups have come from different experiences and areas, therefore, have different beliefs and customs.

ELE.SS4.MEC.3.C The student will compare and contrast surrounding communities with that of an American Indian reservation.
1. The student will know the differences and similarities between their own community and the nearest American Indian reservation.

2. The student can use resources to compare and contrast his/her community with that of a reservation community.

3. The student will understand that each community is ascribed to specific characteristics which may identify with his/her own community. 

Benchmark 4 End of Grade 4: identify and describe famous people, important democratic values (e.g., democracy, freedom, justice) symbols (e.g., Montana and U.S. flags, state flower) and holidays, in the history of Montana, American Indian tribes, and the United States.
ELE.SS4.MEC.4.A The student will understand the meaning and significance of the Pledge of Allegiance and other patriotic symbols in the history of Montana, American Indian tribes and the United States.
1. The student will know who produced the Pledge of Allegiance and other patriotic symbols in our history.
2. The student can explain the importance of famous symbols and documents in the nation’s history.
3. The student understands these symbols and documents were very important in forming our history as we know it.
ELE.SS4.MEC.4.B The student will be introduced to the democratic model of government practiced by their local community, state, and country.
1. The student will know about the democratic models of government practiced at the local, state and country levels.
2. The student can identify elected officials at the local, state and country levels.
3. The student understands how the democratic model of government works at the local, state and country levels.
Benchmark 5 End of Grade 4: identify and illustrate how technologies have impacted the course of history (e.g., energy, transportation, communications).
ELE.SS4.MEC.5.A The student will participate in the decision-making processes by identifying problems and suggesting possible solutions.
1. The student will know that environments and people adapt to change.
2. The student can study various sources (photographs, artifacts, biographies)

3. The student understands cause and effect of such changes.
Benchmark 6 End of Grade 4: recognize that people view and report historical events differently.
ELE.SS4.MEC.6.A The student will have an understanding to the history and culture of different ethnic groups locally, nationally, and internationally.
1. The student will know there are different ethnic groups locally, nationally and internationally.

2. The student can identify some of the different ethnic groups and their regions.
3. The student understands these groups have come from different experiences and areas, therefore, have different beliefs and customs.
Benchmark 7 End of Grade 4: explain the history, culture, and current status of the American Indian tribes in Montana and the United States.
ELE.SS4.MEC.7.A The student will have an understanding to the history and culture of different ethnic groups locally, nationally, and internationally.
1. The student will know there are different ethnic groups locally, nationally and internationally.

2. The student can identify some of the different ethnic groups and their regions.
3. The student understands these groups have come from different experiences and areas, therefore, have different beliefs and customs.

Montana Standard 5:  Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange, and consumption.
Benchmark 1 End of Grade 4: give examples of needs and wants; scarcity and choice (e.g., budgeting of allowance, trading cards).
ELE.SS5.MEC.1.A The student will participate in the decision-making processes by identifying problems and suggesting possible solutions.
1. The student will possess background knowledge.
2. The student can identify problems attributed to needs and wants.
3. The student will have a concept of budgeting an allowance, thus making responsible choices.
Benchmark 2 End of Grade 4: identify basic economic concepts (e.g., supply and demand, price) that explain events and issues in the community.
ELE.SS5.MEC.2.A The student will participate in the decision-making processes by identifying problems and suggesting possible solutions.
1. The student will know the meaning of supply and demand.
2. The student can explain why prices may fluctuate.  
3. The student will understand how basic economic concepts apply to a local business.
Benchmark 3 End of Grade 4: distinguish between private goods and services (e.g., family car or local restaurant) and public goods and services (e.g., interstate highway system or U.S. Postal Service).
ELE.SS5.MEC.3.A The student will recognize interdependence of people and groups.
1. The student will recognize public and private groups.
2. The student can describe the difference between private and public services.
3. The student understands local private and public services.
Benchmark 4 End of Grade 4: describe how personal economic decisions, (e.g., deciding what to buy, what to recycle, how much to contribute to people in need) affect the lives of people in Montana, United States, and the world.
ELE.SS5.MEC.4.A The student will participate in the decision-making processes by identifying problems and suggesting possible solutions.
1. The student will know basic principles of buying and selling goods.

2. The student can explain personal choices of spending and saving.

3. The student understands how family financial decisions impact other people.

Benchmark 5 End of Grade 4: explain the roles of money, banking, and savings in everyday life.
ELE.SS5.MEC.5.A The student will participate in the decision-making processes by identifying problems and suggesting possible solutions.
1. The student will know basic money facts.
2. The student will participate in a field trip to a bank.
3. The student will understand basic consumerism.
Benchmark 6 End of Grade 4: identify and describe examples in which science and technology have affected economic conditions (e.g., assembly line, robotics, internet, media advertising).
ELE.SS5.MEC.6.A The student will recognize change in the environment and describe ways people adapt to change.
1. The student will know change is constant.
2. The student can give examples of science and technology.
3. The student will show a limited understanding of how technology and science will impact future economic conditions.
Montana Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on societies.
Benchmark 1 End of Grade 4: identify the ways groups (e.g., families, faith communities, schools, social organizations, sports) meet human needs and concerns (e.g., belonging, self-worth, personal safety) and contribute to personal identity.
ELE.SS6.MEC.1.A The student will demonstrate respect and courtesy in social interactions by listening, observing, and following instructions and understands the different interactions and cultural diversities.
1. The student will know proper social interactions by listening, observing, and following instructions.
2. The student can follow instructions and identify problems and possible solutions.
3. The student understands interaction and cultural diversity.
Benchmark 2 End of Grade 4: describe ways in which expressions of culture influence people (e.g., language, spirituality, stories, folktales, music, art, dance).
ELE.SS6.MEC.2.A The student will compare and contrast different cultures.
1. The student will know meaning of significance of the Pledge of Allegiance and other patriotic symbols, and their role as responsible citizens of their community.
2. The student can demonstrate knowledge of the meaning of symbols, stories, music, art, etc. 
3. The student can create a picture or diorama, etc. to show and understanding of the specific culture..
Benchmark 3 End of Grade 4: identify and describe ways families, groups, tribes and communities influence the individual’s daily life and personal choices.
ELE.SS6.MEC.3.A The student will compare and contrast surrounding communities and environmental features impact lifestyles and personal choices.
1. The student will know change in the environment and ways people adapt to change.
2. The student can recognize/identify and be proficient in naming environmental features and their impact on the local community or tribe. 
3. The student understands how the influences affect lifestyles and personal choices.
ELE.SS6.MEC.3.B The student will have an awareness of changes influencing Montana’s American Indians.
1. The student will know the history of Montana American Indian response and adaptation to change.
2. The student can identify features of Montana American Indian response to change.
3. The student will understand the human role in initiating change and the varied response of each group involved.
Benchmark 4 End of Grade 4: identify characteristics of American Indian tribes and other cultural groups in Montana.
ELE.SS6.MEC.4.A The students will gather and interpret data from maps, make simple charts and graphs and learn the different culture of different ethnic groups locally, nationally, and internationally.
1. The student will know and identify cultural groups of different ethnic groups locally, nationally and internationally. 
2. The student can do learn the cultural and history of different ethnic groups locally, nationally and internationally by gathering data from maps, charts, and graphs.
3. The student understands simple maps using a key to show where to locate different ethnic groups and by using telecommunications to build a stronger background.
ELE.SS6.MEC.4.B The student will know features of mapping and identifying and interpreting maps of Montana and locating Indian tribes and reservations.
1. The student will know features of mapping specific to existing maps of Montana American Indian reservations.
2. The student can identify and interpret features key elements specifically relating to maps of Montana including American Indian reservations.
3. The student understands the importance of maps including features of Montana American Indian tribes and reservations. 
Benchmark 5 End of Grade 4: identify examples of individual struggles and their influence and contributions (e.g., Sitting Bull, Louis Riel, Chief Plenty Coups, Evelyn Cameron, Helen Keller, Mohandas Gandhi, Rosa Parks).
ELE.SS6.MEC.5.A The student will be exposed to specific individuals who had personal challenges and persevered.
1. The student will know and recognize interdependence of people and groups with the inclusion of American Indian tribes.
2. The student can identify individual struggles tensions between different groups, including that of American Indian tribes throughout the nation. 
3. The student understands the conflicts between various ethnic and racial groups, including conflict between American Indian tribes and/or their roles in other U.S. conflicts.
Benchmark 6 End of Grade 4: identify roles in group situations (e.g., student, family member, peer member).
ELE.SS6.MEC.6.A The student will be able to identify different roles in group situations (e.g., student, family, peer status) in social groups.
1. The student will know democratic model of government practiced by their local community, state and country.
2. The student can distinguished between social groups, family members, class conflict.
3. The student understands and is able to identify roles in group situations.
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